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 .com/whatsnew.html" ] } Growth Performance of Fusarium spp. in Kiwi Fruit: Assessment by Molecular Analyses. To
determine the identity and pathogenicity of Fusarium spp. causing rot and decay on kiwi fruit, tomato fruit, and cantaloupe

fruits in the Central Valley of California during 2000-2014. Fungal isolates from decaying fruit were identified by
morphological characteristics and phylogenetic analysis of partial small and large subunit (SSU and LSU) rDNA. Pathogenicity

was confirmed in California kiwi fruit, tomato fruit, and cantaloupe fruit by inoculation of greenhouse-grown fruit with
representative isolates of Fusarium spp. Fungi isolated from kiwi fruit included four morphologically similar Fusarium spp. and
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the closely related species F. oxysporum (Fos), F. acuminatum (Fac), F. constrictum (Fcon), F. venenatum (Fven), and F. solani
(Fsol). On kiwi fruit, F. oxysporum was the most prevalent species, followed by F. constrictum, F. solani, and F. venenatum.

Fusarium acuminatum was the second most prevalent species, followed by F. oxysporum, F. constrictum, F. solani, and F.
venenatum. On tomato fruit, F. oxysporum was the most prevalent species, followed by F. constrictum and F. solani. F.

constrictum and F. solani were closely related to isolates from kiwi fruit. On cantaloupe fruit, F. solani was the most prevalent
species, followed by F. oxysporum, F. constrictum, and F. venenatum. Fusarium solani s.s. and F. constrictum were closely
related to isolates from kiwi fruit, tomato fruit, and cantaloupe fruit. Fusarium spp. isolated from kiwi fruit exhibited low

pathogenicity and the mean latent period on kiwi fruit was 98 days, and there were no significant differences in mean latent
periods among the Fusarium spp. In greenhouse experiments, average decay incidence, average percent decay, and average

percentage of decay increased with inoculum concentration. However, there were no 82157476af
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